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GOSNELLS TOWN CENTRE 
Grievance 

MR ANDREWS (Southern River) [9.53 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
regarding the Gosnells town centre revitalisation.  Gosnells is an area in which real estate values have stagnated, 
particularly over the past five years.  Within the city itself, the clear perception is that it is an area with high rates 
of antisocial and criminal behaviour.  As far as the aspects of criminal behaviour are concerned, I emphasise that 
it is often the perception rather than the reality.  However, there are pockets of high unemployment, and many 
households have modest incomes.   

In the town centre, there is a high volume of traffic.  The buildings are poorly constructed and of poor design.  
Overall, the town centre appears unattractive, with poor lighting and lack of trees.  In essence, it does not reflect 
the long-term heritage value of the city of Gosnells.  The city of Gosnells started as a citrus-growing area.  It was 
well established early in the history of the colony, and it has a great deal of heritage value.  Unfortunately, over 
the past eight years, the town centre has disintegrated to such an extent that the level of business rental is low.  In 
turn, this means a loss of jobs, particularly to the faster growing areas of Maddington Metro and Westfield 
Carousel.  One of the problems with the low level of rental and the lack of jobs is that many teenagers in my 
electorate do not have part-time employment after school, and this adds extra pressure to the family income.  It is 
true that the Gosnells town centre is unattractive, and often the perception is that it is unsafe.   

The locality around the town centre is a dormitory suburb separated from services, shops, transport routes and 
employment - those things which form livable communities.  To combat this, the City of Gosnells has taken a 
courageous step to improve the town centre, and therefore to improve the city of Gosnells itself.  I say that it is a 
courageous step because it involves a great deal of investment, as well as a great deal of loss of opportunity for 
other parts of the city at this moment.  The City of Gosnells made up its mind that the town centre needed to be 
restored.  “Restoration of dignity” is the expression it uses most often.  It often refers to the loss of image, the 
loss of reputation and the need for transformation and regeneration.   

I believe, as does the member for Roleystone - I am sure the member for Armadale will concur - that the south 
east corridor of the metropolitan area has been neglected over the past decade - in particular, aspects such as 
roads and infrastructure.  The City of Gosnells’ approach is to make the centre a place where people can work, 
live, enjoy themselves, and be employed in the process.  The city hopes to attract developer finance.  Indeed, 
inward investment will create local investment. 

Essentially, the plan involves well-designed buildings, streets and public places; a new library, business and 
civic centre; and a pedestrian-friendly main street, tree-planting program and street furniture - everything needed 
to make that town centre similar perhaps in some ways to Rokeby Road.  A residential development section is 
also included, with underground power, upgrading of local parks and a coherent network of pedestrian and cycle 
paths.  

The plan from the City of Gosnells has received international acclaim.  It won for the Western Australian 
Ministry for Planning the annual award of the Congress for the New Urbanism, which is a New York-based 
organisation.  That was the first time that had been awarded outside the United States.  Gosnells was considered 
the best example of livable neighbourhood planning policies to create a sustainable community.   

The core aspects of the plan to which I draw the minister’s attention revolve around, first, the civic centre 
precinct, which will include a new library, a business centre and the civic centre itself.  The city has applied to 
the Lotteries Commission for finance to establish Lotteries House, which will be used as a centre for not-for-
profit organisations.   

I also draw to the minister’s attention the road program that is needed to upgrade Albany Highway, and in 
particular the need for front-end funding and the reconfiguration of three intersections on Albany Highway; that 
is, Stalker Road, Dorothy Street and Gosnells Road West.  

The other major aspect of the program is the train station.  I have had long experience with this train station.  Its 
present location is out of the way and it is under-utilised, mainly because it is tired and tatty looking and suffers 
from the perception that it is unsafe.  Part of the plan is to relocate the railway station so that it provides a better 
catchment, it can be used by more people, it is safer, and it draws more people into the town centre.  An 
important part of this project is the linking of the railway station to the bus routes, so that it becomes a rail and 
bus interchange.  Safe and ride and Park ‘n’ Ride are services that people in my electorate, and in particular the 
city of Gosnells, very much desire.  I ask the minister to treat this plan with some great urgency, mainly because 
of the extent of the problem, the quality of the plan, efforts by the City of Gosnells in forming partnerships, and 
the great potential benefit to the entire south east corridor of the metropolitan area.  
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MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.01 am]:  I thank the member for 
Southern River for the opportunity to place on record my profound respect for and congratulations to the City of 
Gosnells and the urban design and major places unit within the Ministry for Planning.  The two organisations 
have collaborated over the past two to three years to devise a design for the revitalisation of the Gosnells area.  
They have won two awards for this work.  The first, won by the City of Gosnells in 1994, was the universal 
design award, and the second, won by the urban design and major places unit, was the livable neighbourhoods 
award made by the Congress for the New Urbanism in the United States.  It is a great honour to the City of 
Gosnells and the Ministry for Planning to be the first Australian recipients of such prestigious awards.  

The City of Gosnells is very determined to address the serious problems associated with urban decline.  These 
problems are evident across the metropolitan area, as well as in a number of provincial cities, and they must be 
addressed.  As the member for Southern River rightly points out, a problem exists in the south east corridor.  
Insufficient resources have been allocated to that corridor, which has led to a complete skewing of metropolitan 
planning.  The south east corridor has not taken up its share of the population growth.  Because of the general, 
but often erroneous, perception of the area, land values have been kept artificially low, to such an extent that 
they cannot sustain the cost of subdivision.  Even the very reasonable cost of subdivision of about $35 000 per 
lot cannot be covered by the low prices to be had.  The Government must get on with the job and deliver to those 
suburbs for not only the sake of those communities, but also the good planning of the entire metropolitan area.  
The City of Gosnells wants a lot more than congratulations and fine words from the Government.  It has had a 
lot of those.  What it wants now is cold, hard cash to enable it to put in place the components of the revival 
project.  While the Government is in the midst of budget negotiations, I am unable to make firm commitments on 
the timetable of this project, but I can assure the member for Southern River that the needs of Gosnells and those 
of Armadale are in the forefront of the Government’s planning.  I hope, within the next month, that the 
Government will be able to announce the time frame for delivering on the required infrastructure components.  
These include the modifying roadworks around Albany Highway, getting the main street project off the ground, 
and also relocating and reconstructing the railway station to feed into that central area.  The Government is 
aware that the proper development of the railway station will be central to much of the urban renewal process.  
Railway stations can be used as focal points for the revival of Gosnells, Armadale and Kelmscott.  The 
Government is interested in initiating such work on the other suburban rail lines as well.   

One of the negative images that has affected Gosnells and Armadale has been the lack of train security.  The 
Armadale line, unfortunately, receives the most publicity on the behaviour of rail patrons, often non-paying 
customers.  That perception has fed into the negative image.  The Government is putting a substantial effort into 
improving rail security, and this has already had some impact.  In the next few months it is hoped that even more 
substantial measures will be announced to address these concerns.  This action will feed into a better image for 
Gosnells and Armadale.  It is important that the Government is very much involved in this project, firstly, to 
provide the skill and expertise - although Gosnells is particularly blessed with very able strategic planners - and, 
secondly, with public investment.  That public investment will be the leader for private investment.  The 
Government is keen to provide some real dollars for the city of Gosnells, and I hope that within the next month it 
will be able to make some announcement in this regard.  

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


